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involving ships of foreign registry, the majority (about 1?) were inter- 
dicted by units of the GRC navy rather than by artillery fire from the 
Kirunen group* The bulk of all harassing incidents occurred betv/een 1949 
and the end of 1955 J end by 1957^ the **blockade*’ of Imoy had been relaxed 
considerably* By September of 1957 as many as 13 British merchant ships 
are Imown to have called at Amoy without any resistance on the part of the 
GRC* There are no incidents knovn to have occurred in the Sjaoy region so 
far in 195S> however^ five British merchant ships are knoi/jn to have been 
intercepted, stopped, and subsequently released after questioning. These 
latter five incidents occurred outside of the Amoy area, primarily in the 
Foochovj/^Iatsu region. A definite change in GRC policy ims observed in late^ 
1957, with information actually volmteered by the GRC that there would be 
no firing conducted against British shipping in the area. In February 1958, 
hovrever, the GRC reiterated their warning to all shipping, not to sail near 
the Coiimunist coast* This warning was tempered by the qualification that 
if ships must sail near the Communist coast, they should notify the GRC 
beforehand* 

4# GRC harassment of junk traffic in the ilmoy region, as well as along 
the entire Communist coast opposite Taiwan, appears to be of a continuous 
nature. Junks have been interdicted by guerrillas from Kinmen, as v/ell 
as by artillery and naval gunfire. In addition, numerous reports indicate 
GRC naval and artillery fire against "unidentified radar contacts". In 
many cases the radar contacts were evaluated to be small Communist naval 
units j hov;ever, some of these contacts undoubtedlj?" v^ere either junlcs, or 
else false radar echos. In any case, there are no knoxci instances vjhere 
junks other than Commmist have been harassed in the immediate Taiwan Straits 
coastal area except for one incident involving Japanese junks which occurred 
in April 1957 when GRC naval units fired warning shots as the junks attempted 
to enter Swatow. 


5* Track laying on the Ting-tan to /mioy Railroad x^as completed to the Amoy 
Station on 9 December 1956j the line xms officially opened to regular 
through traffic on 12 April 1957* Photos of 1 Hay 195S revealed that xjork 
xms underv/ay on a short extension of the line, leading to the dock area of 
Amoy. Completion of this section was noted on 16 September 1958. Although 
completion of the railroad line to the dock area may have prompted the 
Communists to attempt fuller use of Amoy Port, it does not appear that this 
per se prompted the resumption of heavy artillery firing in the Amoy area. 
It should be noted that since the resumption of heavy artillery firing on 
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foreign ship has called at Amoy: this was a Rr-i + ic,h 

having bean soU ?o Se 

®Hi2lon S infomatlon. It appeora that GRC 

interdiction of Communxst shipping into Imoj has been a contiiiuin^ 

endeavor; however, this interdiction has beL directed -orimarilTft 

LaJSrsiL'^Ghi^^ traffic, ^eluding conventional and niotorized^j^ks . 
^rge size Chinese Communist ships have not been involved in any S the 

resulting ^ the seizure of two Polish and one Soviet ship by the GRC 

Amov °\he rRr°>i^^^ however, that none of these ships vrere bound for 
GRC have harassed shipping of nationalities other than 

S'^SmSt ^ registry bearing the brunt of the 

of thrimedi^^pT®^'^ harassing has occurred outside 

hL o ^®aediate Amoy area, primarily in the Foochow/l*Iatsu region 

Sorted ^ only one exception, that of a firing incident 

SsSSlS1^?lf Tb® ®0 have made no 

the Taiwan Straits 

th^Vt“of S^c^Tor 



LAUREIICS H. FROST 
Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy 

Copy to: Director of Naval Intelligenco 

Director of Intelligence and Research, Dept of State 
ilSfl^Lr° Oparations 

Director, WSA 
ACS(I), U.S. Army 

Director of Intelligence, U.S. Air Force 

Intelligence, Joint Staff (JCS) 

USIB keiiiber, iiEC 
0p-92BlE 




SECRET WOFORW 


Approved For Release 2003/04/24 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001200140009-7 



«PNDER Wttl- CLASSIFICATION ^ ^ 

-..NriASSlFIED I I COWrmiiMIAJ^ 
Central Intelligence Agency 
OFFI CIAL ROUTING SLIP 

name AND ADD RESS ~~ 

I general CABELL 

\~A^ 


SECRET 




PREPARE REPLY 
HECOMMENDATION 


information 


SIGNATURE 


Remarks : 


The attached was distributed by Adm. Frost at 
USIB on 12 November 1958. 


copies ma de for DD/P, DD/I (O<^0 

: gr>l D HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 


from: anORESS and phone no 



237 


u. S. government printing office i 1955-0-342531 


